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In 2022, Cause We Care expanded our reach and was able to support more single mothers 

than ever before. We have a diversifi ed investment strategy that puts our dollars to work in the 

community where single mothers are seeking support. Over this past year we continued to 

develop our Single Mothers Support Fund and Holiday Care Package campaign, and were 

also excited to re-launch our Community Grants funding stream with a strategic focus on 

supporting single mothers to achieve economic security. We research and assess programs that 

are eff ectively meeting the needs of single mothers and equipping them to provide stability for their 

families. This past year we invested in dozens of frontline organizations, with each dollar invested 

fi ltering up to our greater objectives of improving the economic security and personal capacity of 

single mothers, and ensuring their children’s opportunities are not restricted by fi nancial barriers. 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors and volunteers, we signifi cantly increased our fundraising 

revenues and were able to grow our distributions by 80%, investing over $625,000 in supports 

for single mothers. The pressures faced by single mothers continue to be enormous, and so we 

remain committed in their corner, doing what we can to invest in their success. The pages of this 

impact report will detail our work with these resilient women over the past year, and the diff erence 

your support is making in their lives.

Andrea Thomas Hill
Founder and Chair

Shannon Newman-Bennett
Executive Director

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



WHAT WE DO:

GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES:

VISION: Single mothers have the resources they need to achieve security and well-being for 

themselves and their children.

MISSION: To invest in programs and services that support single mothers to achieve security 

and build positive futures for themselves and their children.

•  We value our position as the only foundation in the Lower Mainland that is solely committed to 

supporting single mothers and their children.

•  We have a diversified investment strategy to increase our capacity.

•  We track the impact of our investments.

• Maximize our fundraising efforts to raise money.

•  Invest in a range of programs and services that improve 

the lives of single mothers with a variety of needs.



WHY WE CARE
58% of children living in poverty in BC are from single parent families (2022 BC Child Poverty 

Report Card). There are many factors that can contribute to single mothers’ poverty including 

gender-based pay inequity, lack of aff ordable childcare, lack of aff ordable housing, and the 

economic impacts of fl eeing abusive relationships. 

Cause We Care is the only foundation in the Lower Mainland that is solely focused on investing 

in and improving the lives of single mothers and their children. As the sole caregivers in their 

children’s lives, single mothers have the motivation and the will to succeed. Cause We Care’s 

work is in helping make the way a little bit easier for them. 

THE PATH TO
ECONOMIC SECURITY

In 2022 our investments supported more than 2,700 single mothers and their children across 

the Lower Mainland through a variety of programs and initiatives including housing programs,

support groups, childcare programs, employment training and educational grants. Together, 

our investments support single mothers to move along the continuum of their needs to achieve 

improved economic security.



Housing            Childcare

        Employment          Resources

ECONOMIC
SECURITY



Community Grants distributed 
to 12 frontline organizations 

with a total value of 

$297,000

OVER 1,500
single mothers served 

through our Community 
Grant partnerships 

42% INCREASE
in donations in response to 
growing community need 

1200 HOLIDAY 
CARE PACKAGES

delivered to 32 frontline 
organizations

$162,000
raised through the  

Blue Ruby x Cause We Care 
jewellery collection 

25 SINGLE 
MOTHERS

benefitted from our Single 
Mothers Support Fund,  

with a total of 

$171,801 
invested

21 SINGLE 
MOTHER-LED 
FAMILIES AND  
35 CHILDREN

living at Cause We Care House

2022 BY THE NUMBERS



WE ASSESS.
WE FUNDRAISE.
WE INVEST.

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

47% Community Grants
32%  Single Mothers 

Support Fund
21% Holiday 
 Care Package 
 Disbursement



COMMUNITY
GRANTS

Cause We Care is committed to investing 

in a variety of high-quality programs in the 

community that have proven eff ective at 

positively impacting the lives of single mothers 

and their children. Our dollars are strategically 

invested to meet the spectrum of needs 

single mothers experience on their journeys to 

economic independence. 

Each of our Community Grant recipients must 

demonstrate their achievement of at least one of 

the following measurable outcomes:

•  Single mothers have improved economic 
security

•  Single mothers have increased personal 
capacity

•  Children in single mother-led families 
have greater opportunities and improved 
well-being

IN 2022 $298,575 WAS AWARDED 
TO THE FOLLWING 12 FRONTLINE 
ORGANIZATIONS:

Alexandra Neighbourhood House
- Childcare fee bursaries for single mothers
BabyGoRound
-Baby Gear Distribution program for single mothers
Dixon Transition Society
-Transitional Housing program for single mothers and 
their children

Dress For Success
-Pre-employment and job retention training for single 
mothers

Family Services of the North Shore
-Family Counselling program for single mother-led 
families

Gordon Neighbourhood House
-Single Mothers Connection program
Harvest Project
-Integrated Care Program providing food, clothing, 
rent support and counselling to single mothers

Kidsafe
-School based summer break programs for children 
of single mothers

Kitsilano Neighbourhood House
-Single Mothers Support Group
Mom2Mom
-Happy Healthy Children program providing funds to 
single mothers to pay for children’s extracurricular 
activities

Tsleil-Waututh Nation Community
-Single Mothers and Grandmothers Support group
YWCA Metro Vancouver
-Single Mothers Support Services providing group 
and one-to-one support to single mothers



SINGLE MOTHERS SUPPORT FUND 2022
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The Cause We Care Single Mothers Support Fund (SMSF) is a holistic fund supporting single 

mothers who are restricted by fi nancial barriers yet have the resilience, desire, and determination 

to complete educational or job training programs to improve their economic security. Cause We 

Care has provided these grants to mothers pursuing a wide variety of careers, including social 

work, teaching, nursing and accounting. We ask recipients to report back on their outcomes one 

year post funding and results demonstrate the positive impact our investments have made in 

the lives of these special women: 97% have improved their education; 81% have improved 

fi nancial security; 78% have improved mental health; 83% have improved opportunities 

for their children; 86% have improved connections to the community; and 94% have 

improved hopefulness for the future.  

Self reported progress from recipients 12 months post funding

Number of Recipients
25 
Money Distributed
$171,801 



WHAT OUR SINGLE MOTHERS  
SUPPORT FUND RECIPIENTS SAY

This is a challenging time in my life when I have to humbly ask for help. If you choose to support me at 
this time, know that you will be impacting the trajectory of my life, and more importantly, the trajectory 
of my three children’s lives. Having an educated and employed mother will provide them with all the 
necessities to thrive on their way to becoming independent adults. This was not the life I envisioned. 
Losing the dream of the family I hoped for is heartbreaking and will likely take many years to accept. Yet 
my children are my greatest hope, they are the reason I have goals and aspirations. So, I’m finding the 
resilient parts of me so I can build a better future for all four of us.

Meghan, mother of 3, PhD Population and Public Health

Receiving this grant has provided a sense of renewed hopefulness that I can overcome adversity and 
successfully work towards a healthier reality for myself and my family - it has granted me the ability to 
focus more fully on being a good mom and student because of reduced financial stress. This has led to 
internal motivation to stay focused and on track with my educational goals.

Jenny, mother of 1, Masters of Education – Education Training

The SMSF grant made it possible for me to continue my education. I became more determined and 
empowered to finish this program and improve my life and my daughter’s life. All my grades became 
better after receiving this financial help as I was less anxious and stressed out about our daily expenses. 
It increased the quality of the time I spent with my child and helped me sleep better. It helped me to be 
healthy and happy.

Carrie, mother of 1, Medical Aesthetic Diploma

On a personal level, this grant has affected my mental well-being to be under less financial stress. I’ve 
lived paycheque to paycheque for many years. Knowing that I had this support was such a boost on an 
emotional level. I know that I’ve been a better, happier mom this year because I’ve had this support to 
help me in working toward a meaningful goal. Thank you so much.

Lucie, mother of 1, Masters in Counselling



Cause We Care, along with our generous donors and corporate partners, has been collecting 

donations and delivering care packages to fi ll the needs of families in the Lower Mainland for 

the past 16 years. Ours has become the largest hamper drive in the city, with over 10,000 care 

packages delivered to date. In December 2022, we were proud to provide 1200 single mother-led 

families with a brand new backpack fi lled with a $100 grocery gift card, some essential grocery 

supplies, warm winter accessories and a few sweet treats for the family to enjoy.

HOLIDAY CARE PACKAGE DRIVE 2022

Largest Hamper Drive In The City

16th
 Annual Holiday 
Care Package 

Drive 

1200
 Care Packages 

Distributed

32
  Frontline 

Organizations 
Supported

22
 Corporate 
Partners
Involved





CAUSE WE CARE
HOUSE

Cause We Care House, operated by YWCA Metro Vancouver, 

continues to provide safe and aff ordable housing to 21 single mother-

led families in the Downtown Eastside. Situated above a full-service 

library on East Hastings Street, residents also benefi t from free on-site 

programming and resources.  

There are currently three employment programs being off ered on the 

second fl oor of Cause We Care House, including the Employment 

Navigator program which assists women to navigate programs 

and services around career exploration, post-secondary education, 

accessing scholarships and external awards, and referring them to 

WorkBC funding.  All of this support helps these women to develop a 

road map and action plan towards economic independence.



•  Alexandra Neighbourhood House

•  Act2 Safe Choice

•  BabyGoRound 

•  Britannia Elementary & Secondary

•  BC Society of Transition Houses

•  Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House

•  Change the World Foundation  
(Harvest Project) 

•  Collingwood Neighbourhood House

•  Cunningham & Carleton Elementary

•  Developmental Disabilities Association 
(DDA)

•  Dixon Transition Society

•  Dress for Success Vancouver

•  Family Services of Greater Vancouver

•  Family Services North Shore

•  Fraser Health Authority

•  Gordon Neighbourhood House

•  Grandview ¿uuqinak’uuh Elementary

•  Hastings Elementary School

•  Kidsafe Project Society

•  Kitsilano Neighbourhood House

•  Kate Booth House & Esther’s Place

•  Mom2Mom

•  North Shore Crisis Center (Sage & Hope)

•  North Shore Family Services

•  North Shore Neighbourhood House

•  North Shore Women’s Center

•  Queen Alexandra Elementary 

•  Ray-Cam Community Center (NICCSS)

•  Sardis Doorway for Mothers and Children 
Society

•  Seymour Elementary

•  Sources Community Resources Society

•  Spectrum Mother’s Support Society

•  Strathcona Elementary

•  Thunderbird Elementary

•  Tillicum Annex Elementary School

•  TWN Community Society  
(Tsleil-Waututh Nation)

•  Van Tech Secondary

•  Waverley Elementary

•  Wenda’s Place Transition House/Dixon 
Society

•  Xpey Elementary School

•  YWCA Metro Vancouver (multiple locations)

FRONTLINE ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT



Playroom at Cause We Care House



2022 ANNUAL
DONORS

• Aritzia LP • ARON Foundation • Blue Ruby Jewellery

•  Capital Direct Lending Corp.
• Haywood Securities Inc.

• Herschel Supply Co. • Robert Disbrow

•  A.E. and Deanna Turton 
Charitable Foundation

•  Akiko & Shane Johnson
• Anonymous
•  Anonymous Fund,

Vancouver Foundation
•  Burgundy Asset Management

•  Connor, Clark & Lunn 
Foundation

•  Conam Charitable Foundation
•  Global BC
•  Mark & Naudia Mache
•  Northland Properties 

Corporation

•  The Dean Shillington 
Charitable Foundation

•  Tom & Brittney Gaglardi
•  TELUS
•  Westland Insurance

PREMIER PATRON $50,000+

VISIONARY $25,000 - $49,999

CHAMPION $10,000 - $24,999

•  Angela Huck
•  Bruce & Gayle Thomas
•  Canreal Management 

Corporation
•  Cohen Family Foundation
•  Dr Raechelle Paperny
•  Elizabeth Rennison
•  Gary Zlotnik
•  Giancarlo & Odette Tognetti 

Legacy Trust Foundation

•  John L Lecky
•  Joy Mauro
•  Kathryn Dunstan
•  LivingSpace Interiors
•  LRJ Charitable Foundation
•  Mary Louise Farnan
•  Mel & Geri Davis Charitable 

Trust
•  Midnight Paloma
•  Michael Benna

•  Nicola Wealth
•  Pacifi c Plastic Surgery
•  Sangre De Fruta
•  Save-On Foods
•  Raymond James Canada 

Foundation
•  The Cross Décor & Design
•  ZLC Foundation

CONTRIBUTOR $5,000 - $9,999



•  Andrea Molnar
•  Angela Hirata
• Anonymous
•  Anthony & Dawn Mauro
•  Bacci’s
•  Beaumont Pantages
•  BlueShore Financial
•  C. Kavolinas & Associates Inc
•  Canadian Medical Foundation
•  Carla Bury
•  Casey Kelly
•  Colour Time Printing & Digital 

Imaging
•  Chris Owen
•  Christi Yassin
•  Christine Sim
•  Cristina Linden
•  David Elliott
•  David R. Baxter
•  Diane Norton
•  Dueck on Marine
•  Elizabeth Southam
•  Elaine Shafran
•  Filia Glavas
•  Hari Varshney
•  Hawksworth Communications
•  Irwin Nathanson
•  Jacqueline Robinson
•  Jane Irwin
•  Jane Justice
•  Jane Young

•  Jennifer Wong
•  Jenny Newell
•  Jenny Pearson
•  Jill Lyall
•  Jillian Bryan
•  Jillian Dixon
•  Joanna Cameron
•  Joanne Brown
•  Joanne MacDonald
•  Jordana Pourian
•  Judy and Christopher 

McHardy
•  Juice Group Branding
•  Kate Bayne
•  Kathy Butler
•  Kelly LaVallie
•  Krista Kerr
•  Krysteine Ryan Cox
•  Leanne Coleman
•  Legend’s Haul
•  Leon Judah Blackmore 

Foundation
•  Lianne Gulka
•  Lisa Turner
•  Lori Gritten
•  Lucy Greer
•  Margie Boyer
•  Maria Dente
•  Matthew Nathanson
•  Michelle Jankovich
•  Murray Leith

•  Nancy Boultbee
•  Nyle Beck
•  Odlum Brown
•  Patrizia Mitchell
•  Paula Wesik
•  Peter Gibson
•  Purdys Chocolatier
•  Randall Foundation
•  Richard Nicols
•  Rusty & Lindy Goepel
•  Saeedeh Salem
•  Sandy Lavigne
•  Sara Nathanson
•  Scott Simser
•  Shannon Bosa
•  Shannon Humphrey
•  Shelley Poitras
•  SmartSweets
•  Stephanie Carlson
•  Tanis Goldman
•  Tanya Moar
•  Tassan Sung
•  Ter Geven Opal
•  Tina Pylot
•  Treana Peake
•  The Quesnel Foundation
•  Urban Impact
•  Vandana Varshney Lecky
•  Varshney Family Foundation

SUPPORTER $1,000 - $4,999



•  Alison Gardner
•  Andrea Davies
•  Andrea Skene
•  Annabel Hawksworth
•  Annabel St. John
•  Barbara C Gelfant
•  Bill Hourston
•  Carolyn Bishop
•  Carolyn Kirkwood
•  Catherine Lanyon
•  Chantelle Buckley
•  Chris Cumming
•  Christina Proseilo
•  Christopher Kape
•  Cynthia Cicci
•  Danelle Sinclair
•  Daphne Savage
•  Darcie Crowe
•  Dixie J Woodcock
•  Effie Genovese
•  Enotecca Wineries and 

Resorts Inc.
•  Erin Smith

•  Faye Nowak
•  Fei Disbrow
•  Fidelity Investments Canada 

ULC
•  Gayle Naylor
•  Gena Kozier
•  Geoff Simpkins
•  Jacquie Andrews
•  Jana Josue MacLaren
•  Jay Lynne Fleming
•  Jeannette Guichon
•  Jennifer Johnston
•  Jill Diamond
•  John D Good
•  Juli Hodgson
•  Julia Rudd
•  Karen Kwan
•  Karen Sander
•  Kelly Cannon
•  Kim Craig
•  Lena Heidt
•  Linda Irwin
•  Louise Krivel

•  Luisa Dal Malgro
•  Martine Cunliffe
•  Mary McGivern
•  Melisa Keeler
•  Michelle Addison
•  Monique Badun
•  Nancy Thomas
•  Neil Watson
•  Noreen Boyer
•  Paypal Giving Fund Canada
•  Poonam Varshney
•  Rebecca Bree Rawlinson
•  Relling Family Foundation
•  Rhea Dubois-Phillips
•  Ryan French
•  Sarah Goldner
•  Shannon Walker
•  Sim Grewal
•  Sophie Lui
•  Stacy Lederman
•  Stuart Rowles
•  Wendy Epp

FRIEND $500 - $999



It takes a dedicated team to ensure Cause We Care is able to help single mothers gain MOMentum 

towards economic security.  We could not have achieved the results we have over the past 

year without the commitment of our volunteers and donors. Thank you to each of you who 

have supported our work and, in doing so, contributed to the success of single mothers in our 

community.

THANK YOU

Andrea Thomas Hill
Founder and Chair
Jennifer Archer
Nicole Comey
Emily Davies
Anita Ghatak
Annabel Hawksworth
Nancy Hill
Michelle Jankovich
Vandana Varshney Lecky

Shannon Newman-Bennett
Executive Director

Caroline Woodcock
General Manager

Jessie Bobinski

Melissa Bonetti

Mike Devine

Amelia Garvin

Olivia Hornby

Stacey Kape

Sandy Lavigne

Chris Owen

Libby Shumka

Amanda Solomon-Guthrie

BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF EVENTS & COMMUNICATION 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

THE CAUSE WE CARE TEAM



www.causewecare.org          @causewecarefoundation          @causewecare
Looking for ways to get involved? Call us at 604-222-1997 or email us at info@causewecare.org
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