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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  
AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Cause We Care Foundation envisions a world where single mothers  
thrive. Where they have access to safe, affordable housing and childcare 
allowing them to participate fully in the workforce, earn a liveable wage, and 
provide security to their children. Realizing this vision as a single mother in  
the Lower Mainland has become increasingly challenging as costs for basic 
needs continue to rise.

In BC, 38.3% of children living in single parent households are living  
in poverty, more than six times higher the poverty rate of their dual parent 
counterparts (2022 BC Child Poverty Report Card).

There are many factors that can contribute to single mothers’ poverty 
including gender-based pay inequity, lack of affordable childcare, lack of 
affordable housing, and the economic impacts of fleeing abusive relationships.

Cause We Care is committed to helping single mothers succeed,  
despite the overwhelming challenges and financial pressures they face. 
Evidence from around the world shows that investing in mothers creates  
a ripple effect that benefits entire communities, not just their immediate 
family. These investments translate into healthier populations, safer 
communities and stronger economies.

With the support of our donors, we have invested in housing, childcare, 
education, employment, food security and essential supply programs and 
touched the lives of over 1900 single mother-led families this past year. We 
know that when critical supports are provided in a timely manner through 
skilled frontline organizations, single mothers can overcome challenges,  
unlock their potential and positively impact the world around them. When 
single mothers thrive, their children thrive.

Thank you for your support of Cause We Care Foundation, and the 
difference you continue to make in the lives of single mother led families.

Andrea Thomas Hill
Founder & Chair

Shannon Newman-Bennett
Executive Director



Donations to women’s and girls’ organizations represents only 1.9% globally.
A fraction of that goes to single moms.



Cause We Care  
empowers single mothers 

in need by funding 
programs that improve 

their well-being, 
economic security and 

personal capacity.

Housing

Education

Employment

Essential
Supplies

Food Security

Counselling

Childcare



We fundraise, evaluate and invest in frontline organizations  
that provide single mothers and their children with:OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

WHY WE CARE

To help single mothers achieve economic security and well-being by 
supporting them through housing, childcare, education, employment, 

counselling, food security and essential supplies.

To create a world where single mothers thrive.

In BC, 38.3% of children living in single parent households are living in 
poverty, more than six times higher the poverty rate of their dual parent 

counterparts (2022 BC Child Poverty Report Card).

There are many factors that can contribute to single mothers’ poverty 
including gender-based pay inequity, lack of affordable childcare, 
lack of affordable housing, and the economic impacts of fleeing 

abusive relationships.

HOUSING

Cause We Care House  
& Community Grants

•  YWCA Cause We Care House
• Aunt Leah’s Place
• Cythera Transition  

House Society
• Dixon Transition Society

• Kidsafe Project Society
• Alexandra  

Neighbourhood House
• Promise Vancouver
• Learning Disabilities Society  

of Greater Vancouver
• Mom2Mom

• 46 Single Mothers  
Support Fund Grants

• Learning Disabilities Society  
of Greater Vancouver

• Dress For Success

Community Grants Program Single Mothers Support Fund

CHILDCARE EDUCATION

Single Mothers  
Support Fund & Community 

Grants Program

Community Grants Program Community Grants  
Program & Holiday Care 

Package Drive

• 46 Single Mothers  
Support Fund Grants

• Dress For Success

• Dress for Success
• YWCA SIngle Mothers  

Support Services
• Gordon Neighbourhood House
• Mamas for Mamas
• YMCA Nanook House

• 1200 Holiday Care  
Packages delivered

• Kidsafe Project Society
• Mamas for Mamas
• Promise Vancouver
• YMCA Nanook House

EMPLOYMENT COUNSELLING FOOD SECURITY

Holiday Care Package Drive

• Act2 Safe Choice
• YWCA (multiple locations)
• BabyGoRound
• BC Society of Transition Houses
• Collingwood  

Neighbourhood House
• Developmental  

Disabilities Association
• Grandview Elementary
• Kate Booth House  

& Esther’s Place
• North Shore Crisis  

Service Society

ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES

• RayCam Community Centre
• Thunderbird Elementary School
• Dixon Transition Society
• Waverly Elementary School
• Xpey Elementary School
• Britannia Secondary School
• Van Tech Secondary School
• Strathcona Elementary School
• North Shore Women’s Centre
• Spectrum Mother’s  

Support Society
• Fraser Health
• Hastings Elementary School

• Tillicum Annex  
Elementary School

• North Shore Family Services
• Seymour Elementary
• Britannia Elementary
• Queen Alex Elementary
• Mom2Mom
• Aunt Leah’s Place
• Cythera Transition  

House Society
• Mamas for Mamas

2023 INVESTMENTS



According to the World Giving Index report, donations to 
women’s and girls’ organizations represents

Evidence from around the world shows that investing  
in mothers creates a ripple effect that benefits entire 

communities,not just their immediate families.

A fraction of that goes to single moms.

Single mothers deserve more.

Single mothers deliver more.

1.9%
GLOBALLY

ONLY

HEALTHIER POPULATIONS
SAFER COMMUNITIES

STRONGER ECONOMIES

— Maria



2023 BY THE NUMBERS

Community Grants distributed to 
13 frontline organizations with a 

total value of

$268,000
Benefitted from our Single Mothers 

Support Fund grants, with a total 
investment of

$280,000

46 SINGLE MOTHERS

Single mothers served through our 
Community Grant partnerships

1,900
OVER

In donations in response to 
growing community need

39%
INCREASE

Delivered to 37 frontline
organizations

1,200
HOLIDAY CARE PACKAGES

Living at Cause We Care House

21 SINGLE MOTHERS
& 35 CHILDREN

Raised through the 
Blue Ruby x Cause We Care 

jewellery collection

$188,000

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

Over 1,900 single mothers served with Cause We Care support in 2023.

Single Mothers Support Fund

Holiday Care Package 
Disbursement

Community Grants

41%

19%

40%

We fundraise We evaluate We invest

We are the most effective way to fund single mothers  
and their local programs & services in BC Lower Mainland.



COMMUNITY GRANTS SINGLE MOTHERS SUPPORT FUND

Cause We Care is committed to investing in a variety of high-quality 
programs in the community that improve the economic security and personal 
capacity of single mothers, and provide the children of single mothers with 
opportunities that improve their well-being. Our dollars are strategically 
invested to meet the spectrum of needs single mothers experience on their 
journeys to economic independence.

A total of $268,000 was awarded to 13 frontline organizations in 2023.

The Cause We Care Single Mothers Support Fund (SMSF) provides grants 
to low-income single mothers who are pursuing further education or vocational 
training in an effort to improve their earning potential and economic security.

Cause We Care has provided over 140 of these grants to mothers pursuing a 
wide variety of careers, including Human Resources, Dental Technology, Library 
Information and Technology, and Nursing.  Recipients report back on their 
outcomes one year post funding and results demonstrate the positive impact 
our investments have made in the lives of these special women: 

COMMUNITY GRANT BENEFICIARIES

Aunt Leah’s Place 
Housing and support to vulnerable 
young single mothers

BabyGoRound 
Baby Gear Distribution program 
for single mothers

Cythera Transition House Society 
Transitional housing for single 
mothers and their children

Dixon Transition Society 
Transitional housing for 
single mothers and their children

Dress For Success 
Heart Moms program:  
pre-employment and job retention 
training forsingle mothers

Gordon Neighbourhood House 
Single Mothers Support Group

Kidsafe 
School based summer break programs 
for children of single mothers

Learning Disabilities Society  
of Greater Vancouver 
Bursary to fund diagnosis and support 
for 20 children of single mothers

Mamas for Mamas 
Comprehensive support program 
for single mothers

Mom2Mom 
Happy Healthy Children program  
to fund extra curricular activities  
for children of single mothers

Promise Vancouver 
Out-of-School Programs 
(Pro-D/Spring/Summer Day Camps)

YMCA Nanook House 
Healthy Family Network program

YWCA Metro Vancouver 
Single Mothers Support Services 
providing group and one to one 
support to single mothers

Self reported progress from recipients 12 months post funding
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2023 HOLIDAY CARE PACKAGE DRIVE

— Brandi, Bachelor of Education, UFV

Cause We Care, along with our generous donors and corporate partners,  
has been collecting donations and delivering care packages to fill the needs  
of vulnerable families in the Lower Mainland for the past 17 years.

Ours has become the largest hamper drive in the city, with over 11,000 care 
packages delivered to date. In December 2023, we were proud to provide 1200 
single mother-led families with a  new backpack filled with a $100 grocery gift 
card, some essential grocery supplies, warm winter accessories and some sweet 
treats for the family to enjoy. 

Care Packages 
Distributed

Frontline Organizations 
Supported

Annual Holiday Care 
Package Drive

1,200 3717th

17TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY CARE
PACKAGE DRIVE



CAUSE WE CARE HOUSE

Providing Safe & 
Affordable Housing

Cause We Care House, operated by YWCA Metro Vancouver, continues 
to provide safe and affordable housing to 21 single mother-led families in the 
Downtown Eastside. Situated above a full-service library, residents also benefit 
from free on-site programming, including the Employment Navigator program 
which connects single mothers to resources and education during their  
pre-employment stage.

In 2023, Cause We Care Foundation was pleased to support the residents of 
Cause We Care House by funding a new boiler for the building, providing Holiday 
Care Packages to the 21 resident families, and funding two residents to pursue 
further education through our Single Mothers Support Fund.

Act2 Safe Choice
Aunt Leah’s Place
BabyGoRound
Britannia Elementary
Britannia Secondary
Collingwood Neighbourhood House
Cythera Transition House Society
Developmental Disabilities Association
Dixon Transition Society
Dress For Success
Fraser Health
Gordon Neighbourhood House
Grandview Elementary
Hastings Elementary School
Kate Booth House & Esther’s Place
Kidsafe
Learning Disabilities Society of 
Greater Vancouver 
Mamas for Mamas
Mom2Mom 
North Shore Crisis Service Society
North Shore Family Services
North Shore Neighbourhood House
North Shore Women’s Centre
Promise Vancouver
Queen Alex Elementary
Ray-Cam Community Centre (NICCSS)
Seymour Elementary
Spectrum Mother’s Support Society
Strathcona Elementary
Thunderbird Elementary  
Tillicum Annex Elementary School

Van Tech Secondary
Waverley Elementary
Xpey Elementary School
YMCA
YWCA, Alder Gardens
YWCA, Arbour House Second Stage
YWCA, Cause We Care House
YWCA, Como Lake Gardens & 
Como Lake Mews
YWCA, Crabtree Corner
YWCA, Crabtree Corner Housing
YWCA, Monroe House
YWCA, Pacific Spirit Terraces
YWCA, Single Mother Service 
Vancouver

FRONTLINE ORGANIZATIONS
WE SUPPORT



PREMIER PATRON $50,000+

CHAMPION $10,000 - $24,000

VISIONARY $25,000 - $49,999

CONTRIBUTOR $5,000 - $9,999

Aritzia LP
ARON Charitable Foundation
Blue Ruby

Capital Direct Lending Corp.
Chris Coghlan
Haywood Securities Inc.
Herschel Supply Co.
Rebecca Mackay

A.E. and Deanna Turton  
Charitable Foundation
Akiko & Shane Johnson
Anonymous Fund, held at  
Vancouver Foundation 
Bright Futures Education Fund,  
held at Vancouver Foundation
Burgundy Asset Management
Connor, Clark & Lunn Foundation
David Barnett & Sara Ferguson 
Fred & Judy Devries  
Private Giving Foundation
Global BC 
Golf for Good
Irene DeLucchi

Airey Homes Inc.
Angela Huck
Bob & Helen Coleman  
Philanthropic Fund
Bruce & Gayle Thomas
Canreal Management Corporation
Christina & Matthew Anthony
CIBC
Concert Real Estate Corporation
Constance McGinley
Elizabeth Rennison
Garry Zlotnik
Jake & Judy Kerr Foundation,  
held at Vancouver Foundation
Jill Lyall
John Murphy & Leslie Lee
Kathryn Dunstan

Mark & Naudia Mache
Nicola Wealth Private  
Giving Foundation
Northland Properties Corporation
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Randall Foundation
RBC
The Dean Shillington  
Charitable Foundation
Tom & Brittney Gaglardi
Turnabout
Westland Insurance

2023 Annual Donors 2023 Annual Donors

Kevin Kruk & Shelley Poitras
KITS Eyecare
Linde Equity Inc.
LivingSpace Interiors
Lorne & Raechelle Paperny
McVicar Family Trust 
Melissa Meehan
Metropolis at Metrotown
Odlum Brown
Pacific Plastic Surgery
Quesnel Foundation
Raymond James Canada Foundation
Rusty & Lindy Goepel
Save-On-Foods
Tallu & Co.
Tru Earth
The Giustra Foundation

SUPPORTER $1,000 - $4,999

Adam Conrad
Alix Cameron
Andrea Molnar
Andrea Skene
Anonymous
Anthony & Dawn Mauro
Araki Family Giving Fund, held at 
Nicola Wealth Private Giving Foundation
BC Place
Bacci’s 
Barbara C Gelfant
Brian & Jessie Grange
CAI Capital Partners
Canada Helps

Casey Kelly
Charmaine Silva
Cheryl Koehn
Chris Owen
Christine Sim
Collin & Shannon Ferguson
Colour Time Printing
Cristina Linden
David R Baxter
Deanna Turton
Dueck on Marine
Effie Genovese
Elaine Gaye Leggat
Elaine Pitblado



FRIEND $500 - $999

Filia Glavas
Frog Lecky
Geoffrey S Duyker
Hayley Gusola
Hawksworth Communication 
Henriquez Partners Architects
Henry Ritchotte
Hunter West Legal Recruitment
Innovior Construction
Jane Irwin
Jane Justice
January Vandale
Jay Fleming
Jennifer Wong
Jessie MacCosham
Joan Blanchard
Joan Gusola
Joanne MacDonald
Jordana Pourian
Joy Mauro
Krista Kerr
Krysteine Ryan Cox
LaStella Winery
Lance Uggla
Lara Dauphinee
Leanne Coleman
Lenore Henry
Leon Judah Blackmore Foundation
Lucy Greer
Maggie & Terry Phang Foundation
Margie Boyer
Marisa Thomas
Martine Cunliffe
Megan Brown
Mel & Geri Davis Charitable Trust
Melisa Keeler
Melissa Bonetti
Michelle Jankovich

Alison Gardner
Alwin Murphy-Brown
Andrea Lejay
Andrea Sullivan
Anett Pincus
Ann Harding
Anuja Varshney
Bill Hourston
Caitlin Woodward
Cara Rogers
Carla MacAulay
Carol G Henriquez
Caroline Haselden
Carolyn Kirkwood
Catherine Lanyon
Chantelle Buckley
Charlotte Black
Christopher Kape
Christy Taylor
Corinne Super
David Hansford
Diane Norton
Donna Slusar
Dori Ann Stubos
Dr. Morris Gordon
Elizabeth Southam
Fatemah Hamidi
Faye Nowak
Fei Disbrow
Gena Kozier
Geoffrey Glotman
Gillian Elmitt
Greg Harder
Heather McLean
Helen Rivero
J Clark Macdonald
Jacqueline Robinson

Jacquie Andrews
James Logush
Janet Peers
Jas Johal
Jeannette Guichon
Jen Traub
Jen Wick
Jenny Pearson
Jill Diamond
Joandrea Hoegg
Judy Hager
Juli Hodgson
Julia Rudd
Karrie Bogart
Kathy Bonnis
Kathy Butler
Kelly & Darren Cannon
Kelly LaVallie
Kelly Suffron
Kevin Chase
Kim Craig
Kim Maguire
Kim Spencer-Nairn
Kimberley Harvey
Kimberly Allard
Lisa Turner
Luisa Dal Malgro
Martha Martindale
Megan Lammam
Melissa Schroeder
Michelle Howe
Mike Watt
Monica Soprovich
Nyle Beck
Randall Chafetz
Rebecca Bree Rawlinson
Renee Paspalas

2023 Annual Donors 2023 Annual Donors

SUPPORTER $1,000 - $4,999

Michelle Rupp
Mindset Foundation
Nancy Hill
Natasha Bak
Nina Cassils
Odyssey Trust Company
Pamela Richardson
Patrizia Mitchell
Patti Martin
Paula Wesik
Paypal Giving Fund Canada
Peter & Kim Enns
Peter Gibson
Pippa Morgan
Purdys Chocolatier
Ray MacDonald
Robert Disbrow
Saeedeh Salem
Sangre De Fruta
Sarah Duyker
Stacy Lederman
Susan S Stewart
Tanis Goldman
Tanya Moar
Ter Geven Opal
The Cross Décor & Design
The Peter Young Foundation
Tiare Nonni
Tony & Rebecca Kalla
Tracey Rand
Vandana Varshney Lecky 
Varshney Family Foundation
Vincent Yen
Yasaman Prol
Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Canada

Revery Foundation
Ronald P Walsh
Ryan V French
Sara Sutton
Sarah Chiu
Shannon Newman-Bennett
Sharon Ferriss
Shauna Ratner
Shelley Sainsbury
Sim Grewal
Stacey Kape
Strathcona Beer Company
Susan Evans
Susanne Sherwood
Tanya Montagliani
Ted Hirst
Teresa Chan
Theresa Pearson
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Tracy Berretta
Victoria Susan Chow





BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EVENTS & COMMUNICATION 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

STAFF

Andrea Thomas Hill, Founder and Chair
Jennifer Archer
Nicole Comey
Emily Davies
Anita Ghatak

Annabel Hawksworth
Nancy Hill

Michelle Jankovich
Vandana Varshney Lecky

Jessie Bobinski
Melissa Bonetti

Joanna Cameron
Ashley Duyker
Olivia Hornby

Shannon Newman-Bennett, Executive Director
Caroline Woodcock, General Manager

A heartfelt thank you to our generous donors and volunteers who 
have supported the work of Cause We Care this past year.

Stacey Kape
Sandy Lavigne
Libby Shumka

Amanda Solomon-Guthrie
Vanessa Watters

Thank You



408 - 611 Alexander St. Vancouver, BC V6A 1E1
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Donations to women’s and girls’  
organizations represents only 1.9% globally.  

A fraction of that goes to single moms.


